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EDITOR’S PAGE 
EDITOR AND TREASURER:  
Pat and Bruce Clark       Telephone 01522 868269 
The Old School House   Email:  linkupswinderby@hotmail.com   
High Street     www.parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/swinderby 
Swinderby  LN6 9LW  
 

We all know that April is an unpredictable season, but take a look at the photos on 
the two back pages for the wide variety of weather that Bruce has photographed 
over the last four weeks.  He took photos of a gorgeous sunrise, followed by a 
lovely sunny day whilst out walking the dogs.  But the most recent one was taken 
about a week ago, when we woke up to snow!   
I went to the Swinderby School Easter play just before the end of term (see the 
photos taken of the children in church, the orchestra afterwards and the winners of 
the Easter bonnet competition as well as some of the other inventive entries).  
However, one of the highlights of the afternoon for me was to see Mr Day 
presenting Meg Kitchen with some flowers to thank her for the many years of 
service that she has given the school whilst listening to the children read.  Meg is 
now giving up that duty and I am sure that everyone wishes her well. 
Whilst on the subject of pictures, I hope you like the images of the birds, admittedly 
taken from the internet, but all mentioned in Colin Measures’s article which contains 
some lovely stories about birds that he has spotted (and in one case, hiding) in 
Swinderby).  Do read his article.  I thought there was going to be a sad ending to 
one incident – but read on.   
Colin poses the question as to whether you have any anecdotes to relate.  I am 
asking the same question.  I don’t have an article saved or promised for next 
month’s edition.  Could you tell us about ‘a day in the life of …..?  Have you any 
gardening tips? Have you been on any travels you could write about or were you 
nervous about moving into the village, but found that it turned out ok?   
I am very grateful for the jam jars donated this month and also to Mr Chennell for a 
generous donation to the Link Up funds.   
Hopefully you will get this edition in time to see the advert on page 15 for a fashion 
show and clothes sale on 28th April.  This is in aid of the Swinderby pre-school, and 
even if you don’t have any children, or grandchildren at pre-school, it’s good to 
support the village and its activities. 
Now that the good weather is coming, you might like to try your hand at playing 
bowls.  Meg’s report on page 7 appeals for new members, both experienced and 
learners. 
Do you feel like singing?  Check out the change of evening for the Four Seasons 
Choir on page 28. 
There is a new advertiser this month:  Anne Stevenson who is offering tuition for 
school age children. 
You will find advance notice on page 23 of this year’s charity event to be held on    
9 July.  All proceeds are in aid of hospices in our area, so you can support a great 
cause whilst having a good day out.   
The copy date for the next Link Up will be 20th May at 5pm. Copy received after that may not be included. Please 
note that all articles in Link Up are taken in good faith.  We cannot and will not, take responsibility for any legal 
queries resulting thereof.  Submitted articles do not necessarily reflect our views.  We reserve the right not to print 
some submitted articles.  
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

 

PARISH COUNCIL                                 Telephone 

Reg Ketteringham ( C hairman )     07736 288299 

Bob Crozier ( V ice Chairman )         868794 ( mob 07831 176211 )  

Lynne Carter        868228  

Bruce Clark        868269 

Geoff Lloyd        868684 

Ron Hodgson       07721 969951   

Lesley Piper   ( P arish Clerk )     01636 892795 

( I f you wish to make an appointment to see  

Mrs. Piper please  ring her first ) . 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH      

Christine Chamberlain  High Street    868436 

Sandra Roberts   High Street          868514 

Susan Brook    Newton Close   869709 

LOCAL CLUBS  

Bowls Club     Meg Kitchen     868378 

Bowls Club Chairman   Rod Oakley   868352 

Scrabble    Meg Kitchen   868378 

Good Companions   Rita Hodgson  868707 

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY  Darren Bateman  778334 or 

              33 Eagle Road, North Scarle 07789 996303 

VILLAGE CARE   Susan Brook, 2 Newton Close 869709 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH Revd Richard Billinghurst  682520 

CHURCHWARDENS  Michelle Boddy  868006 

     Derek Broughton  878961 

CHOPS    David Gardiner  868663 

VILLAGE HALL   Rita Hodgson    868707 

PRESCRIPTIONS   Susan Brook   869709 

PRINTERS OF LINK UP Kanda Print, Northampton 

NORTH KESTEVEN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Main Switchboard       01529 414155 or 01522 6996999 

Environment Team       0800 174499 

COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICERS 

PC 637 Jess Goodall:  jessica.goodall@lincs.pnn.police.uk   07825 100 370 

PCSO Donna Hill:  donna.hill@lincs,pnn.police.uk 

PCSO Jo Mackie:  joanne.mackie@lincs.pnn.police.uk   07825100379    

PCSO Sarah Lingard:  sarah.lingard@lincs.pnn.police.uk  07944 776791 

Sgt John Hammond: jon.hammond@lincs.pnn.police.uk      805721 or 07500 920185          

LINCOLN POLICE STATION    0300 111 0300 and  01522 532222 and 01522 882222  ( 999 )  
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                            SWINDERBY  
15 High Street, Swinderby 

  Tel 01522 869170       
www.theploughatswinderby.co.uk 
Facebook.ploughpubswinderby 

 

ENTERTAINMENT FOR MAY 

Tuesday 3rd       Scrabble Club   7.00pm 

Wednesday 11th      Acoustic Night   8.00pm 

Saturday 14th      LIVE MUSIC    9.00pm 
                        With PLATFORM 

Tuesday 17th      Scrabble Club   7.00 pm 

Wednesday 18th    Family Bingo   7.00pm 

Saturday 21st  Thai Banquet   7.30pm  
    See page 23 for details 
Friday 27th        Jam Night    9.00pm  

LIVE SKY AND BT SPORTS 

              Lunchtime bites available from 12-2pm 
                   Using locally sourced farm products 
                   Homemade soups £3.50 Mains £6.00 
               Special discount for OAP’s Mon-Thurs 
            eg Home cooked ham, egg and chips £5.00 
           Homemade liver & onions with mash £5.00 
      Sunday lunch from 12-2.30pm   All Home cooked 
 Starters £3.25      Mains £6.95        Homemade Desserts £3.25 
                            FSR 5 STAR RATING 
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WHAT GOES ON IN SWINDERBY? 

SCRABBLE  The Scrabblers meet every other Tuesday in the Plough at 7pm.  We  feel very 
welcome, a lovely log fire, ’bit of banter’   We usually play 2 games, ’nothing  serious’ put the 
world to rights, home for around 9.30pm.  We range in ages & ability but always have a good 
time!  See the Plough page to find out when the next meeting is. Ring Meg (868378) for more in-
formation & come out on the tiles!)   
CHOPS   Central Heating Oil Purchasing Scheme is a simple organisation designed to save us 
all some money on our central heating oil. I collect orders about 6 times a year. On my buying 
day, I get the best price possible and advise everyone where the oil is coming from and the cur-
rent price. The saving comes from the bulk delivery into the village which normally means at least 
one full tanker load and 25+ deliveries.  Payment depends on the supplier, but the worst scenario 
is that they phone for a debit card prior to delivery (they all charge a premium for Credit Cards). I 
do not handle any payment and have no vested interest in any oil company.  If you run out of oil 
between deliveries, you can make your own arrangements and I am not in the least bit offended. 
The whole enterprise is 100% above board and I make or gain nothing from running CHOPS 
(apart from a few headaches usually related to deliveries!)  If you want to 'join' just let me have 
name, address and post code as well as your phone number and I will add you to my list.  Please 
note the minimum oil delivery is 500  litres (as designated by the oil suppliers). You will find for-
ward delivery dates and other information in the Linkup.  Call David Gardiner  868663 
COFFEE MORNING  There is a coffee morning every Monday at 10.30 am in the Church.  All 
welcome for coffee and a chat.  A great way of meeting new people.    
VILLAGE CARE  Are you unable to drive and need to get to the medical centre or  

dental practice in Collingham, Bassingham medical centre or to Newark or Lincoln hospital?  
There is a team of friendly volunteers who will drive you to the above places for a small fee.  You 
do not have to be elderly to use this service!  The service is for Swinderby residents only, the 
charges are as follows, Collingham £1.50, Bassingham £2, Newark £4, Lincoln £7.50. This is for 
the complete journey. Other hospitals considered, price dependant on distance. We also cater for 
optician appointments. Call Susan Brook on 869709 
BOOK CLUB  The book club meets every six weeks or so. Members read and discuss the 
books.  It’s very informal and a great way of coming across new authors.  However, as we meet 
in each other’s houses, there is a limit on numbers.  The current one is full but there is a waiting 
list.  Or how about setting up another group?  Either way, phone Mikela on 868041 and talk to 
her about it. 
SWINDERBY PRE-SCHOOL  Check the advert in this magazine. 
FELLOWSHIP LUNCH  This takes place on the first Thursday of each month in the Village Hall.  
All ages are welcome and for £3.50 you will receive a hot meal, with sweet and cheese.  You can 
just turn up, but it would help the organisers if you could let them know that you plan to attend.  
The people to contact are Michelle Boddy on 868006 or Doreen Porter on 868479.  They are 
keen to welcome more people to the lunches. 
GOOD COMPANIONS  Swinderby Good Companions Club promotes social interaction and 
friendship for the senior citizens of the village. Regular monthly meetings are held in the village 
hall between 2pm and 4pm on the second 
Thursday of every month. Games are played and afternoon tea is served by volunteer hostesses. 
Outings are organised during the year along with an annual fund raising garden party.   Rita 
Hodgson 868707 
BOWLS CLUB  See the Bowls Club report by Meg Kitchen during the bowling season 868378 
PRESCRIPTIONS  This is a service only for people who are unable to get to Collingham to col-
lect their prescriptions.  The prescriptions are delivered once a week, on a Friday and the phar-
macy must be asked to put it in the Swinderby bag.  Susan Brook (869709) has now taken over 
this service.  Although prescriptions will be delivered on a Friday, she cannot guarantee a par-
ticular delivery time. 
RUMMIKUB  A few people have started to play Rummikub in the Plough.  It’s not on a regular 
night, so if you are interested, please give Pat Clark a call on 868269.  It’s based on the card 
game rummy, but with numbers and is quite easy to pick up. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
Swinderby All Saints Primary School held an enjoyable Easter Service in church on 
Thursday 24th March.  There was a retelling of the Easter story as well as poems 
and a delightful rendition of ‘Spring Chicken’ by the youngest members of the 
school.  The afternoon was rounded off with the judging of the Easter bonnet     
competition and the annual Easter egg hunt courtesy of The Friends of Swinderby 
School. 
Don’t forget that Swinderby All Saints C of E Primary School are collecting the 
Sainsburys Active Kids Vouchers 2016.  We collect them to help us purchase sport 
and cooking equipment. People can drop them off at the school. This would be very 
much appreciated. 
See the photos of the Easter Service as well as the orchestra playing, and the winners and other 
entries of the Easter bonnet competition in this edition. 

GOOD COMPANIONS 
Our monthly meeting was held in the Village Hall on Thursday 14th April and 
attended by 15 members.   
Birthdays were celebrated by Gina, Audrey, Phil and Martin. 
The usual games were played.  5’s and 3’s – Joan & Gordon, Jean & Rita 
Scrabble – Joyce & Gina   Afternoon tea was served by Marian and Julie. 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12th May at 2pm in the village hall. 
Subscriptions of £5.00 are due. 

The fool wonders, the wise man asks.  (Benjamin Disraeli) 
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BOWLS CLUB 
On Friday 15 April the children from Swinderby School were coming to have a 
go at bowling.  Unfortunately it had to be cancelled as the green was water-
logged.  Disappointed children, but the first Friday, weather permitting it will be 
on we hope. 
As most of the committee were there a meeting was held.  Since last season 
we’ve lost Michael, our Secretary and Pat Whetton was  taken into hospital on 
Thursday 14 April.  Pat is our Treasurer.  We all wish her a speedy recovery.  As 
we have our first home game on Thursday 28 April at 2pm, matters needed to 
be discussed.  Jackie Thompson has taken on the job of secretary.  Jennie Roe 
is going to assist Pat with the treasurer’s job when it’s possible.  Also Mikela 
Conboy has offered to look at Michael’s computer where the club’s details are 
stored.  Jennie and Mikela ran the Link Up for a number of years so they have 
the expertise.  The club is lucky to have them.  It was decided to have a practice 
game on Tuesday 26 April at 6pm, weather permitting. 
The next committee meeting is on Friday 17 June at 2pm where we hope things 
will be more settled.   
We are looking for more bowlers – learners and experienced. 
Meg Kitchen 

If a book is dog-eared it means that the crumpled corners resemble the limp 
and downturned ears of a dog. 
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CHOPS 
At the time of writing this report, oil prices have gone up a few pence since the 
last delivery and are now slightly below 30p per litre + 5% VAT. The next delivery 
into the village will be on Friday 6 May, so it will be interesting to see where 
prices are at that time. 
Please let me have your orders no later than midnight on Monday 2 May 2016. 
The subsequent delivery will be on Friday 12 August 2016 - time to fill up before 
autumn. 
Thanks 
David davidsgardiner@gmail.com 868663 
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REMEDIAL MASSAGE  

   

Offering affordable massage  
in the comfort of your home!!!  

Massage isn't just for sportsmen - 
in fact all my clients are office workers, busy mums, manual  

labour workers or elderly people.  
 

 If you are suffering with upper/lower back, knee, calf and ankle pains,   
shoulder problems, stress tension, poor posture or general muscle   

discomfort please get in touch today for treatment to suit your needs.  
 

Special offer: book 5 prepaid  treatments and get one treatment free  

 
Call Larysa on 07813 786 519.  

Or Email: larysastrokosh@ymail.com   
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  FIREWOOD SUPPLIES 
 

TO TRADE & PUBLIC 
 
FENCING - CLOSE BOARDED -
   PICKET 

 
TRELLIS - GATES 

 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 
  CONTACT: F. LOGS 

   
    01522 691627 

    MOB: 07794 354787 
 

FAMILY BUSINESS  
ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS 

SKYLARKE AERIALS 
LOCAL DIGITAL TV REPAIR SPECIALIST 

 
• FREEVIEW            • INSURANCE WORK 
• FREESAT HD             •STORM DAMAGE 
•SKY+/HD            •BROADBAND POINTS 
•RETUNING         •CCTV INSTALLATIONS 
•LED/LEC TV MOUNTING 
 

FAST RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED FOR UP TO 
THREE YEARS 

 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL NICK 
07764 746182 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 

Skylarkeaerials@hotmail.com 
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE 
Krystyna Keen MCFHP MAFHP 

 
Treatment with comfort and care 

 Nail trimming 
 Removal of corns and callus 
 Ingrowing toenails 
 Verrucae 

 
For an appointment in the comfort of 

your own home 
 

Tel:  01522 683819/07904 199495 
Email:  Krystyna_Keen@yahoo.co.uk 



 

14 

 
 

ELECTRICAL AND 
PLUMBING SERVICES 

 
NEWARK, NOTTS 

 
 

Over 25 years experience 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 

Call Russell 
On 

01636 676891 

GARRY 
 

THE BOILER MAN 
  Boiler & Tank Replacements 

 Basic Plumbing Jobs 
Have your boiler regularly Serviced  

 and save money 
 

Evening Tel:01522 789840 
Mobile Tel; 07946 114955 

Full Back up and after Service  
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NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY 4 APRIL 

This month's meeting started with the AGM which is where we nominate the 
Chair, Vice Chair, Village Hall member, auditor etc. No surprises, the incumbent 
members all kept their positions but the biggest shock was when our Parish 
Clerk, Mrs Lesley Piper tendered her resignation. Lesley has been employed by 
the Parish Council for 14 years now as the Responsible Financial Officer, Proper 
Officer of the Council and Clerk and has been the backbone of the PC for all that 
time, advising, guiding and sometimes ticking us off. I know I have often felt like 
a naughty schoolboy, stood outside the Head's Office when I have received an 
email saying I can't do something or I should be doing it this way.  Either way, 
she will be sorely missed. Her last meeting will be Friday 6th May (Monday is 
the Bank Holiday). 

Public Forum  
There was no public at the meeting but there was a question raised at last 
month's meeting.  What notification do people get when retrospective planning 
permission is granted?  Well we sent an e-mail to NKDC Planning department 
and we received the following reply which we quote verbatim:  “I can inform you 
that although no neighbour letters were sent out (this is because there are no 
dwellings etc immediately adjacent to the site) a site notice was posted on the 
PROW sign adjacent to the site and this met our statutory requirements with 
regards to publicity on this application” (Their words not ours) 

Goal Posts  
As you may have been aware, the goalposts are in a severe state of disrepair, 
someone even attempted to set them on fire at one point.  They had been 
rounded up and were due for disposal when I got a phone call from a 
parishioner on Holt Farm Paddock who said she could see bits of white plastic 
all over the playing field.  It seemed that some kids had been recreating the 
latest Star Wars film by having light sabre battles on the field.  So the following 
day I and another parishioner cleared up all the remaining plastic bits.  Well that 
means we need a new set of goalposts  (Good, I was wondering when he would 
get to the point). The PC has decided on a set of steel junior sized 5-a-side 
posts to be fixed into the ground.  Cllr Lloyd will looking into pricing these. 

Renaming of the Station Road playing field  
The PC have long held the belief that the field at the top of Station Road is a 
parish asset and as such could be used for a variety of events such as a village 
fête or a country fair. With this in mind it was decided to change the name to 
“The Parish Field” to reflect the fact that it is more than just a playing field. This 
will be marked with a new sign (featuring the new village logo).  In the meantime 
the PC are looking for parishioners who wish to organise events on the field to 
come forward. 

Speed Safety Signs  
After what seems an eternity (remember I said that sometimes things in local 
government go at a slow pace, in this case glacial) the survey has been 
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conducted and we are getting some large 30mph speed limit signs to distribute 
around the village.  Now get this, the recommendations for positioning the 
STATIC signs say they should be moved every six months or so.  Why would 
you want to move a STATIC sign?  Well the theory is that unless they were 
regularly moved then drivers would eventually become blind to them.  Our 
argument on the other hand is that it doesn't matter if the locals become 
unaware of them (they should be sticking to the speed limit anyway) but that 
people transiting through the village should see the signs in obvious locations 
and slow down as necessary. 

Land opposite Church  
For some time now the PC has been looking into what could be done with the 
small piece of council owned land opposite the church where the bird benches 
used to be.  At one time a bench was suggested but because it is opposite the 
school there was a possibility of a child coming out of the school and running 
across the road to meet a parent/guardian/relative sat there.  Other suggestion 
were siting the war memorial there or even a piece of public art such as those 
found in North Scarle and Aubourn. (One suggestion was that we commission a 
new set of bird sculptures, even after we just had the logo changed to reflect 
their removal).  Either way something has to be done to the demarcate the 
land.  The decision was made that the interim solution would be a small 
wooden picket and chain link fence.  Cllr Ketteringham volunteered to 
investigate costs. 

Potholes and Street Lighting  
You may have seen in the local press that the highways department are 
suffering cuts to their funding that may be affecting street lighting and potholes 
in the future, so we arranged a meeting with the Highways Officer to discuss 
the changes.  I will be presenting the findings of that meeting at the next parish 
council and subsequently in my next Link Up report but the short answer is, if 
you see a problem, report it. You can report them directly to a member of the 
PC or you can use the Lincolnshire highways website at 
highways.lincolnshire.gov.uk or the independent sites fixmystreet.com or 
fillthathole.org.uk (yes, that is the real name, honest), either way, we don't have 
to live with any of these problems. 

Next Meeting  
The next meeting of the PC is Friday 6th of May and will be Lesley's last 
meeting. 
 
Monday May 23rd Annual Parish Meeting  
The APM is an open discussion session with no set agenda but a forum for the 
parishioners to come forward about their ideas for the future of the village. We 
look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Cllr Bob Crozier 
Swinderby PC 
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DMH 
ELECTRICS LTD 

 

All aspects of Electrics 
 

Don`t put off till  
tomorrow, what is important today 

 

 
for free no obligation quote 

 

Speak to Darryl on: 
Mob: 07592545565 

dmhenquiries@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Making your home a safer and better place 
Based in North Hykeham 



 

19 

TWEET MEMORIES 
We have joined the many in completing this year’s back garden survey for the 
RSPB’s Birdwatch project.  You watch for the required hour noting down how 
many of each variety come along, and wondering how it is that the rarer ones 
you’ve seen many times never seem to turn up on that day. 
Over the years we have kept a record of the birds we have seen in our 
Swinderby garden, and those which fly over.  For anyone who is interested the 
total of different varieties actually landing here currently stands at 59, including a 
baby cuckoo, black redstart, waxwing and so on. 
Many people will care not a jot for any of this and may have no interest 
whatsoever in any of the natural world which surrounds us.  I totally understand 
that for many intelligent folks the idea of getting excited because of something 
supposedly unusual flying around is incomprehensible.  A bit like how I would 
feel it someone told me that the winner of Britain’s Got Talent had landed in our 
apple tree and was about to sing a medley of their top numbers just for me.  
Sorry, but not bovvered. 
After over 40 years here watching and listening to birds I am still nowhere near 
what one would call ‘an expert’ at either identifying different varieties or knowing 
their calls. It remains something of a sore point in our house that, in the middle 
of one moonlit night, after visiting the bathroom, I heard what I recognised as 
birdsong in the trees outside.  I opened a window to listen to this most beautiful 
sound, and became really excited that this was that rarest of creatures, the 
nightingale.  My wife was fast asleep, but she must not be deprived from hearing 
this wonderful serenade I thought – so I woke her and rushed her to the open 
window to listen.  ‘Isn’t that the most amazing song’ I whispered.  ‘It has to be a 
nightingale.’  It must be said that she has always had a better ear for identifying 
different bird calls than me, and I waited for her excitement to show itself.  She 
blinked a few times, then said ‘That’s a robin you twit, and, anyway, it’s 
December and I’m pretty sure nightingales are only summer visitors’.  She was 
absolutely right.  Oh dear! 
I recall other times over the years when hearing something quite different to the 
usual tweets and whistles and warbles.  Once when this amazing call came from 
surrounding fields and was so piercing it cut through every other sound, then 
stopped.  What was it?  I heard it now and again but could never see the bird, or 
one flying over which might have produced this unique note.  One day while 
working in the garden after a rain storm I heard the call coming from the fields 
where crops were growing.  I dropped everything and, determined to finally track 
down the mystery bird, set off towards the last heard call.  It had to be on the 
ground I realised as I waded through the wet wheat crop, all I needed to do was 
to make it fly up to identify it.  Left and right, on and on I went, closing in on its 
call, but still it would not show itself.  One minute in front of me, the next, 
miraculously, it was to the side.  It became a bit like something from a drama 
production, as I ploughed on getting wetter and wetter. This was getting silly, but 
I was determined to solve this mystery once and for all.  I kept going but still no 
sign of the pesky thing, just an occasional call here or there.  It sounded as 
though it was laughing at me.   
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How did it keep out of sight and why did it not fly?  Was it a bird at all, or, 
perhaps, was it some sort of Britain’s Got Talent field mouse specialising in bird 
impersonations?  I gave up, walked away and never saw what it was, though 
we kept hearing it around after that. 
Then there was the time two beautiful thrushes were both killed on the road just 
outside our house, and we found ourselves the foster parents for their just 
fledged youngster.  Our boys named him Dick, because he was spotted, and he 
was a hungry little chap who demanded feeding all day long.  It was early 
summer, and a very hot dry period when we found ourselves needing to search 
for worms in the parched ground from dawn ‘til dusk.  Protecting him from cats 
in his own little pen on the front lawn, we struggled to keep pace with his 
voracious appetite.  We had to learn different tricks for bringing the worms up to 
the surface of the bone hard soil – using a variety of concoctions involving 
things like mustard powder and water, or making noises to simulate heavy 
rainfall.  It could only have been a matter of a couple of weeks before Dick was 
ready to go it alone, but when he finally launched himself high into the oak tree 
nearby, by heck were we relieved! 
He (or she) came back to see us a few times, but as always seems to be the 
case, we lost touch.  This was also the outcome when we were involved with a 
bird which became trapped in the cavity in our living room wall.  It had 
obviously fallen down from the underside of the roof, and we could hear the 
‘cheep cheep’ of its call as we sat one evening.  What could one do?  It is a 
solid wall, it would need to climb back to the top of the house to escape.  So I 
did what perhaps many would in those circumstances, turned the telly volume 
up to blank out the calls, and waited until the inevitable happened and it would 
be quiet again.  This was said, but you can’t start knocking walls down. 
The cheep cheep cheeping was still there the next morning.  There was no 
point being soft, and anyway, if it only tried a bit harder, rather than just sit there 
in the dark calling out, surely the chick could find its own way out, somehow.  I 
must let nature take its course.  That was about 15 years ago this Spring, and if 
you look carefully at the window sill of our living room you can clearly see the 
large repaired section of the trap door eventually cut to allow Side and Sparrow 
to escape! 
I wonder how many others have stories to tell about their bird watching 
experiences, or how they have enjoyed, or perhaps been tested by, living with 
nature.  There must be some wonderful anecdotes to be told by others in 
Swinderby, and well worth passing on to the Link Up.  So let’s hear them! 
By the way, for those who are still wondering what that unknown bird call was, I 
can solve the mystery.  Thanks to a BBC Wild Life broadcast where we heard 
the call, we identified it as the Green Woodpecker (or Yaffle).  We also learned 
why it did not fly up when I was trying to see it.  Apparently Green 
Woodpeckers are particularly fond of eating ants, and spend time moving along 
the ground searching for their nests.  So he was walking around probably 
wondering why some idiot was staggering through the wet wheat field 
mumbling ‘I don’t believe it’ to himself. 



 

21 



 

22 

JACKSKATCH LTD 
 

QUALITY FRESH FISH &  
SHELLFISH 

 
every Wednesday At 

Collingham parish council 
high street car park 

9.30am – 11.30am      
& 

Doddington Hall farm 
shop 

From 12 -3 pm 
 

Wide selection of fish  
available  

ORDERS WELCOME 
tel:- 07806 773652 
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              THAI TAKEAWAY BANQUET 

                 Saturday 21st May 7.30pm 

Order your Thai takeaway meal from the Plough  be-
fore Thursday 19th May and enjoy it with your 

friends  

SWINDERBY CHARITY STREET PARTY 
SWINFEST                         

SATURDAY 9th JULY - FROM 12 NOON 

ROAD CLOSED • RESERVED SEATING •PUBLIC BBQ – for your own meat •     
LIVE MUSIC • GAMES • CHARITY STALLS • BOUNCY CASTLE  

SAFE ACCESS TO THE VILLAGE PLAY AREA 

LIVE MUSIC booked so far 
MOWTOWN REVIEW..9 PIECE MOTOWN BAND 2pm 

DISTRICT MOTION                                         
RANDOM SOLUTION 

ANY WAY UP 
THE PLOUGHBOYS                                    

STATUS DUO Status Quo tribute 
KAZ BROWN and MAGS 

60’s DUO 

To reserve a table or if you wish to sponsor a table, please contact 
Graham on 07584757452 or e-mail graham-roe@live.co.uk 

ALL PROCEEDS TO Lincs/Notts Air Ambulance 
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TFM COUNTRYSTORE & HIRE 
Thorpe Road, Whisby, Lincoln, LN6 9BT 

 
www.tfmcountrystore.co.uk 
Email—info@tfmhire.co.uk 

 
 

Tel 01522 694235 
           Fax 01522 500375 
 
 
COUNTRY STORE For Horse, Dog, Cat, Chicken, Rabbit, Wild bird feeds, 
Equine supplies, Wood shavings, Hardware, Electrical, Rat & mouse 
bait,  
Vermin traps, Wire netting, Electric fencing, Fence posts, Gates, Foot-
wear, Chainsaw chains,& sharpening, Hydraulic pipes made. 
 
HIRE.  Horse trailer (2—17.2) Mini diggers with attachments, Wood chip-
per, Cherry picker, Water pump, Rug doctor carpet cleaner, Grass top-
per, Manure spreaders, Car trailers. 
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TERRY O’TOOLE THEATRE EVENTS FOR MAY 
Lilac Theatre Dance: ‘Tribute’  Saturday 7th May 6.00pm  Sunday 8th May 12noon & 4.30pm      
Lilac Dance Theatre presents a dance spectacular homage to music legends old and new!   Tickets: 
£9.00 Concessions £7.00 
www.lilacdancetheatre.com 
The Cajun Roosters An Evening of Cajun & Zydeco Swamp Music 
Thursday 12th May 7.30 pm 
A blaze of fiddles, guitar and accordion dance sounds! Cajun / Zydeco is the music of French-
speaking Louisiana, sometimes thought of as the French Blues.The Cajun Roosters is a multi-
talented, multi-award winning band, with a repertoire which embraces not only Cajun and Zydeco, 
but also Swamp Blues, Louisiana Rock ‘n’ Roll, Creole and New Orleans beats! 
Tickets: £12.00 Concessions: £5.00 ~ £10.00   www.cajunroosters.de 
Jazz Vehicle in Concert:  Friday 20th May 7.30pm 
Under their inspirational founder and director John Crouch and fresh from the National Festival of 
Music for Youth regional festival, they have some amazing new music to share with you. An estab-
lished highlight in the theatre’s diary, this concert is sure to sell-out very quickly.   Proceeds will 
support local charity FLINSO.   
Tickets: £7.50 Child [U16]: £5.00    www.flinso.org /jazzvehicle.htmturday 20 
A Pocketful of Grimms:  Story Pocket Theatre Saturday 21st May 3.00pm 
Let the magical Storyteller whisk you away to a land of fables to explore some of the most famous 
Grimm fairy tales ever told, brought to glorious life in a rich mix of physical theatre, clowning, pup-
petry, music and much more.  From the winners of the Primary Times Children’s Choice Award, 
2014 and Three Weeks 
Editors’ Choice Award at Edinburgh Fringe 2015. 
Tickets: £6.00 / Family [4] £20  Age Guide: 5 years + www.storypockettheatre.co.uk 

Swinderby 

Pre-School 

 Local, friendly Pre-School  

playgroup run by dedicated, qualified  

and experienced staff. 

Ofsted registered & inspected, 

providing quality care & education to 

children aged 2 to 5 years 

(government funding available for 

those eligible).  

Opening times (term time only): 

9.05 to 12.05pm Mon to Fri; selected 

afternoons – 12.05pm to 3.05pm,  

including lunch club.    

For further information, and to 

see what we can offer your child, 

please phone 01522 869362  0r 

email swinderbypg@googlemail.com 
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TWO EVENTS FOR MAY 
Waggy Tails Walks - Tuesday 17 May, 6pm 
Bring along your four legged friends and walk along the delightful countryside of 
North Kesteven. 
Walk Length: 4.5 miles approximately  Type: grassy footpaths/ tough pasture 
Start Point: Car park, Fen Lane, North Hykeham, LN6 8EY 

 Evening Walk:  Saturday 21 May, 10am 
Join us for a history walk around Wellingore and Temple Bruer and explore the 
preceptory tower— once one of the wealthiest Templar preceptories in England. 
Walk length: 6 miles approximately.  
For more information please contact Hill Holt Wood on 01636 892836 

 
FOLLY FARM PETS 

 

PETI-COATS GROOMING 
 

We are your local pet care  
service and have more than 28 
years experience in animal care 

and well being 
 

PET ACCOMMODATION   

Secure units heated in winter 
Private outside space 

Friendly family run business 
Loyalty discounts for  

regular/multiple bookings 
 

www.folly-farm.org.uk 
 

01636 893250 

FOUR SEASONS CHOIR 
We have changed our rehearsal evening.  So please note that these 
now take place on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 and not Thursdays.  
We do hope that you can join us in the mobile classroom behind the 
main school building. 
Tracy Mason-Powers 
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“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper 
 to help spinal cord injured people rebuild lives after injury”  

Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20th May 2016  
  
Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip sup-
per on Friday 20th May 2016 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury and support-
ing SIA’s vital services.    You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work 
or hold a larger supper at your local community centre.  
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and do-
nation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 
means you will raise at least £40.00 from your supper but we will also give you addi-
tional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.  
Just £50 could contribute towards the support from our Peer Support Service for one 
hour, in a district general hospital or Major Trauma Centre.  
In 2016 we want to make the batter matter and raise £40,000 from everyone holding 
suppers. Last year we raised £12,000 from the suppers.   The money raised from the 
suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who be-
come paralysed and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the 
rest of their lives by providing services and publications which enable and encour-
age paralysed people to rebuild lives after spinal cord injury.  
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an 
estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.   
Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a 
wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. We are also encour-
aging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to raise even 
more funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to run a fun evening 
with your group.  
For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 
4350 or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk  
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CALENDAR & DIARY OF EVENTS FOR MAY 

 

 

 
    

Sunday 1st     

Monday 2nd    Bank Holiday    
     Coffee morning in Church   10.30 am 

Tuesday 3rd    Scrabble Club at The Plough  7.00 pm 

Wednesday 4th   Green lidded bins  

Thursday 5th   Fellowship Lunch    12 noon 

Friday 6th    CHOPS delivery 

Saturday 7th     

Sunday 8th    Holy Communion    9.30 am 

Monday 9th    Coffee morning in Church   10.30 am  

Tuesday 10th   Brown bins     7.30 am 

Wednesday 11th   Black bins     7.30 am 
     Acoustic Night at The Plough  8.00 pm 

Thursday 12th   Good Companions     2.00 pm  

Friday 13th    

Saturday 14th   Live Music at The Plough   9.00 pm 

Sunday 15th         

Monday 16th   Coffee morning in Church   10.30 am 

Tuesday 17th   Scrabble Club at The Plough  7.00 pm 

Wednesday 18th   Green lidded bins    7.30 am 
     Family Bingo at The Plough  7.00 pm 
Thursday 19th     

Friday 20th   

Saturday 21st   Thai Banquet at The Plough  7.30 pm 

Sunday 22nd        

Monday 23rd   Coffee morning in Church   10.30 am  

Tuesday 24th   Brown bins     7.30 am 

Wednesday 25th   Black bins     7.30 am  

Thursday 26th    

Friday 27th    Jam Night at The Plough   9.00 pm 

Saturday 28th   Churchyard tidy    10.00 am to 12 noon 

Sunday 29th 

Monday 30th 

Tuesday 31st 

       


